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Editor’s Notes 
 
Once again, through the generosity of David Broughton, the Font & Flame is able to 
bring you two antique lighting catalogs.  As David notes,  these rare catalogues are 
artifacts from companies that were somewhat ephemeral in their own right. Lamps from 
the Incandescent Lamp and the Westland Safety Lamp companies are very rare. The 
Westland Safety Lamp Company unusual in that it is much easier to find its ephemera 
than its unique lamps. The catalogues are reproduced in their entirety.  The images have 
been resized to fit the Font & Flame format.  The catalogs and other ephemera 
reproduced in this issue of the Font & Flame are all from the amazing collection of David 
Broughton.  David has also provided some additional notes regarding these materials and 
your editor has added one or two comments. 
 
The first catalog is from the Incandescent Lamp Company.  As David notes, very little 
information is available about the Incandescent Lamp Company. We know they sold 
Tilton Incandescent Lamps as well as frames for hanging lamps. We do not know to what 
extent they manufactured lamps or parts as many “manufacturers” were merely 
assemblers of lamps.  
 
The catalogue indicates they were in Grand Forks, North Dakota in 1890, while a 
broadside pictured in The Illuminator (V1, N1, P.16, January 1987) places the company 
in Pittsburgh PA in 1887.  
 
The following broadside from the George Bassett Company (with a section missing due 
to a mouse nibbling on it) illustrates what appears to be a lamp that is also pictured in 
the catalogue. J.W. Courter notes that the Tilton Incandescent Lamp is likely a rebranded 
Geiss Electric Lamp (Center-Draft Kerosene Lamps 1884-1940, P. 124).   
 
This catalog was originally 23.4 cm. (about 9.2”) high by 15.2 cm. (about 6”) wide.  It 
has been reproduced in close to its original size.
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The second catalog is from the Westland Safety Lamp Company.  There has been little 
written about this company other than the introduction provided by Catherine Thuro in 
the Illuminator (V2, N4 pp. 2-5, Winter 1989). Based in Providence, R.I., they sold 
directly through the mail (as evidenced by a catalogue sent to Leaskdale Ontario) and 
through other retailers.  
 
The question of who actually manufactured the lamps is unclear, though most of the cast 
iron parts appear to be Bradley and Hubbard. The lamps on pages 14 to 25 are similar to 
B&H lamps in the 1883-1884 and 1888 catalogues.  

 
The Westland catalogs were mailed in envelopes such as the one below addressed to a B. 
B.  Clemmons, Esq. in Lee (Penobscot County), Maine. 
 
This catalog was originally 15.5 cm (about 6”) high by 8.8 cm (about 3.5”) wide.  It has 
been enlarged for enhanced readability.  We found it most interesting that this catalog 
combines any number of industrial and commercial oil lamps with a selection of clearly 
residential oil lamps.  We commented below on the similarity of décor on a number of 
the lamps to the décor on Boston and Sandwich Glass Company lamps.  It is also worth 
noting that a great deal of space in this catalog has been devoted to the unique safety 
aspects of the companies industrial/commercial products and to almost 11 pages of 
testimonials about both the safety of their lamps and about their light output.  The 
company claims that the lamps are more economical than and outperform gas lamps—an 
interesting response to what must have been significant competitive pressure. 
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Editor’s Note:  We were struck by the similarity of the painted farm scene décor on this 
and on a number of the following lamps to the hand-painted décor attributed to the real 
Mary Gregory who worked for the Boston and Sandwich Glass Company in the early 
1880s.  Mary Gregory’s career and work are discussed in “The Illuminator”, Vol. 2 No. 
1, Spring 1988 article written by Catherine Thuro and in Volume 4 of  “The Glass 
Industry in Sandwich” by Raymond Barlow and Joan Kaiser.  Could these parts of these 
lamp have been produced for Westland by the Boston and Sandwich glass company? 
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