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Editor’s Notes

Once again, through the generosity of David Broughton, the Font & Flame is able to
bring you two antique lighting catalogs. As David notes, these rare catalogues are
artifacts from companies that were somewhat ephemeral in their own right. Lamps from
the Incandescent Lamp and the Westland Safety Lamp companies are very rare. The
Westland Safety Lamp Company unusual in that it is much easier to find its ephemera
than its unique lamps. The catalogues are reproduced in their entirety. The images have
been resized to fit the Font & Flame format. The catalogs and other ephemera
reproduced in this issue of the Font & Flame are all from the amazing collection of David
Broughton. David has also provided some additional notes regarding these materials and
your editor has added one or two comments.

The first catalog is from the Incandescent Lamp Company. As David notes, very little
information is available about the Incandescent Lamp Company. We know they sold

Tilton Incandescent Lamps as well as frames for hanging lamps. We do not know to what
extent they manufactured lamps or parts as many “manufacturers” were merely
to be a lamp that is also pictured in

assemblers of lamps.
The catalogue indicates they were in Grand Forks, North 1 e
broadside pictured in The Illuminator (V¢@N1, P.16, Jan a cony
in Pittsburgh PA in 1887.

i the Tilton Incandescent Lamp is likely a rebranded
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Thi alog was originally 23.4 cm. (about 9.2”) high by 15.2 cm. (about 6”) wide. It

Kerosene Lamps 1884-1940, P. 124).
has been reproduced in close to its original size.

D o mpan) (With a section missing due



POSITIVELY NON-EXPLOSIVE.
THe ImPRoVED NEw OHIcAGD LAMP

Known also as:
**The Geiss Eleetric Lamp,” **The Chicago Electric Lamp® and **The Geiss Chicago Lamp.”

Produaces from any test*of Kerosene Oil a pure white, steady light of 521,
candle power. It has the brilliancy of 2 gas jeis at one-seventh the
cost, The light of six ordinary lamps is eclipsed by one “Im-
proved New Chicago Lamp™, Hencee, we claim that with
our lamp the problem of obtaining a brilliant light
at a small cost is effectually solved.

AMONG I'T'S MANY

ADVANTAGES

may be enumerated the
following

The Brilliant and Steady
Light

iced by these lamps is he
f their culinr con
stroction, the main principle
t:the out
er air tul ng abnndant
supply o , Which is ne

1. The lamp, by the laws of
uature, is positively Non-
cplosive.

It cannot break or smoke
s chimney,

3. An ordinary chimney can
he used

i. The lamps barn at a cost
of 15 cent per hour

: he wick movement of
this lJamp i« very durable, and
cannot get out of order, vet so
simple that anybody can wick
a lamp in 20 seconds

6. A wick is farnished free
with every Iamp. One wick
vill last 68 months
7. The lamps being made of
rass cannot break, will
lust u life-time

What yon save
yvear

apes in other
lamps)and the inner or“spread-
er' air tube dranght steadyi
the flame, and preventing
coming in contact with
chi

y chim
alove will

in ons

The Following Styles
are manufactured and can be
had in either Brass, Nickel or
Gold Bronze:

Fount La

. Can be attach
ed to any & or oll fixture,
side bracket, ete., holds 1 quart
oil, and -urn-'.—\ hours

wing nlI lhr

-I;nf the Fount is
“0 constructed as to hold any

use llnhl- 1 quml oil,
vunl burns 7—8 hours

’ Library Fount. Made ex-
yressly for Library Extension
Iangers. Holds 1 quart oil,
and will burn 78 hours,

All Night Fount,
Fount Lamp—only has
ofl reservolr, and conseque nll\
will burn longer.

lentally run over, thereby
preventing damage to furni- |
carpets, ¢
Insurance Compn
recommend thelr use, bhe
they are non-explosive.

Etc,, Etc., Etc.

as

STAND LAMP,

The Improved New Chicago Lamp has received
the following Awards over all competitors:

Mass, Charitable Mechanies Ass'e’n,
Boston, Mass., 1854, Silver Medal

State Fair, - - Sacramento, Cal., 1854,
Silver Medal

Denver Exposition, - - Denver, Col,, 1884,
Silver Medal

Mech. Institute Fair, San Francisco, Cal., 1884,
Silver Medal

State Fair, - Portland, Oregon, 1884,
Silver Medal

(And several Diplomas at smaller towns.)

G‘reo. . Bassett & Co.

Importers, Exporters and Wholesale Dealers in
China, Crockery and Glassware, Plated Wares. Table Cutlery
KEROSENE GOOGDS, ETC.,
49 Barclay St. and 52 & 54 Park Place, - - - NEW YORK.

Sole Agents for Chicago Electric Lamps.
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Nore: The Numbers in this Catalogue correspond wth
those in the Whoensl rleeLlltto Agents. Agents wlill (2
peaanrd mbers.

Sl S e S _%.l

.....

GrAND Forrs Her

PRINTERS AND BOOK

1890,




(.

Lllustrated Catalogue. 3

See Wholesale Cist, page No. 3.

No. 1 is a common size Fount to

. 2 is a Fount one size lag
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The second catalog is from the Westland Safety Lamp Company. There has been little
written about this company other than the introduction provided by Catherine Thuro in
the [lluminator (V2, N4 pp. 2-5, Winter 1989). Based in Providence, R.I., they sold
directly through the mail (as evidenced by a catalogue sent to Leaskdale Ontario) and
through other retailers.

The question of who actually manufactured the lamps is unclear, though most of the cast
iron parts appear to be Bradley and Hubbard. The lamps on pages 14 to 25 are similar to
B&H lamps in the 1883-1884 and 1888 catalogues.

The Westland catalogs were mailed in envelopes such as the one below addressed to a B.
B. Clemmons, Esq. in Lee (Penobscot County), Maine.

This catalog was originally 15.5 cm (about 6) high by 8.8 cm (about 3.5”) wide. It has
been enlarged for enhanced readability. We found it most interesting that this catalog
combines any number of industrial and commercial oil lamps with a selection of clearly
residential oil lamps. We commented below on the similarity of décor on a number of
the lamps to the décor on Boston and Sandwich Glass Company lamps. It 1 worth

noting that a great deal of space in this catalog has been devoted to the unlqi

0
aspects of the companies industrial/commercial products ag S
h

y
testimonials about both the safety of their Jamps and abo
m an

t

company claims that the lamps are more [ilibn
interesting response to what must b

Westland Safety Lamp Co.

Box 497, Providence, R. I.
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' Endorsed by Insurance Companies.

Rates generally reduced where

| these Safety Lamps

are used.
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L

No. 12 Bracket Lamp, with Spring Holder.

Complete, without chimneys.

Will burn 14 hours.

These lamps all have Dyer’s Patent Feeder with-
out extra charge.

0=

{17.00 per dozen, net.

— X
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i No. 3. Bracket Lamp.

‘ BASKET HOLDER, i

Price in Freneh Bronze, - £20.50 per doz. net.,
Complete, without Chimneys.

Will burn 14 hours. These lamps all have Dyer's Patent |

Filler without extra charze.

()
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[FrROM PROVIDENCE JOURNAL.]

Kerosene oil is now in such almost universal use for ill-
nmination, that anything which makes it safer for life and
property is a great public benefit. The new *“Patent
Safety Lamp,” recently invented by Charles S. Westland,
of this city, is claimed to be the best lamp yet produced
for sure protection from all danger in burning kerosene
and other inflammable oils, its great advantage being
that in case of the breaking or bursting of a lamp it ex-
tinguishes itself. Each of these new safety lamps con-
tains an hermetically sealed chamber of carbonie acid gas
that eseapes and prevents the oil taking fire on breakage
of the lamp, as has been conclusively proven by experi-
mental tests made with a large number of these lamps.
A practical test of the new lamp was made at the Hope
[ron Foundry, last Tuesday afternoon, before several
insurance men and manufacturers, with sati
sults to all present, and this test wasa s
lamp being heated, outsic until it e

lighted, and was extinguts l | (-m 2
The ofﬁohl records h

S : ‘ lwu' ateinthe
- lamps, and the re-

l \ lt to be the most frequent
Qi suzh oils are used, and very forei-
is the grg advantage and security of a kero-
sene lamp that extinguishes itself, to all owners of com-
bustible property. Any further information on the sub-
ject ean be obtained by addressing the inventor, Charles
S. Westland, Providence, R. 1.

[FroMm NEw LONDON TELEGRAM.]

An interesting test was made this morning of the
claims which Mr. Charles S. Westland, the inventor of
the ** Safety Lamp,” makes for his invention. A num-
ber of well-known eitizens, including the Chief of the
Fire Departinent, witnessed the experiments which Mr.
Westland made, and which were satisfactory in every in-
stance. It would appear that by this invention is obviated
any danger from the explosion of kerosene, or indeed the
ignition of the oil from the simple breaking of a lamp.
The Safety Lamp consists of anordinary glass globe, in

&
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Paul Whitin Manufacturing Co., |
Northbridge, Mass., Oet. 11, 1880, §

A. H. WHITE, EsqQ., Agent.

Sir :—Please send me a dozen (12) brackets to serew to
the wall to hold the lamps 1 bought of you. We are much
pleased with the Lamps, and in our Weaving Room one
Lamp gives us more light than two 4-foot gas burners
did, and at a much less cost.

Signed, Yours truly, H. F. Whitin,

Superintendent Rockdale Mill.

Office of Dexter Woolen Mills,

!
, Dexter, Maine, Mg ’

" CHAS. DYER, JR.

AGENT,

NO.2 MARKET SOUARE, |
PROVIDENCE, R. L
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